OFFICE of THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY PARISH of ORLEANS 
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The State of Louisiana ■•! ss. 


PARISH OF ORLEANS 
CRIMINAL DISTRICT COURT FOR THE PARISH OF ORLEANS 

• Assistant District Attorney for the Parish of Orleans, who in 

the name and by the authority of the said State, prosecutes, in this behalf, in proper person comes into 

the Criminal District Court for the Parish of Orleans, in the Parish of Orleans, and gives the said 

Court here to understand and be informed that one , 

* 

GORDON BOWEL, 

between the tenth day of June, 3.S66, and the 
iate of the Parish of Oflea , ;tb&: fifteenth day of — Hovcraber j n the year 

of our Lord, one thousand nine hundred and 3 - ’• with force and arms in the Parish 

of Orleans aforesaid, and within the jurisdiction of the Criminal District Court for the Parish of 
Orleans, com- ait tec! r. theft of property of the value of One Thousand, S event y- 
Four Dollars ami Fichmy -Three Cents ($1,074.83) in the lawful money of 

the United States of America, bcloncjinr to ALBERT EELLEVUE, 



contrary loth " the Statute of the State of Louisiana in such case made and provided and 

against the peace and dignity of the same. f ) // ) f < /y 

— W m - r (shl * 

Assishm : District Attorney foj^he Parish of Orleans 
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SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT 
PARISH OF JEFFERSON 
Report o: Burg! cry Offenses 


I two No. 

Time Report. -L 

Affidavit .,0. _ 


SSo District No. 


i: 


Data of Report 3/3-.«t6 y 


-o_a Hale Reported 


y.L~. /.■.■■, 


TO HIE SUI .:.... ' NT OF POTICE, Sir,: I respectfully r ; ••: the foil in : 

SAFE (Residence) N.CciT— DAY- 

SAFE (Non-Residence} NIGHT. DAY„ 

RESIDENCE NIGHT DAY- 

NON-RESIDENCE yv NIGHT. FX DAY- 


TIi NT FROM INTERIOR OF AUTO- 

' uits jr^^wrlrjl 

..ZFT FROM INTERIOR OF AUTO. 

Jihcr fh*rt Juia icscuottc^ 


1. Victim's Narae_; > f. c h ftSH l. few* :■> 

2. Address UA^U. — D_4 left \t_St, City. 

■ o f TaA-T i;: A-lactr --oic ’hi-. • no . 


Property 




4. Address S-V’OC 1 .. t 

5. Time of Cecurreuce- 

G. Place of Occurrence _ n _ 

Residence If Hotel, Roam No.. 


•■ity- 


Rp^e*_; — Ase — gc Bus* Phone 550i> 

State_c. _ Rqs. Phone nny 

* Bus, Phone r '? 3*~5 505 


State Rea. Ph^n p 

.Day cf Hindis doy Date ?/?./•<., t 




Retrains House, Room No.. 


Apt House, Apt. No- 


li Store, business conducted. 


If building. Room No. and business 

Indicate entrance and exit Frc ri sftoga . door jg .n.to:-T ee 1: exit. 


Was anyone on premises when entered. jvP._ 

If on street, between what two streets 


?. 

g. 

9. If ?. safe burglary, was safe forced opc-n -‘Q _ 

Safe not forced open Safe hauled away. 


Weapons ussd- 


ilCL 


Attempt me i to open 


10. Description cf vehicle used 

11. Stem here any reason for believing complaint unfounded 


Number cf perpetrators' er.;: . 


32. Type and value of property stolon and recovered. 

Currency and Negotiables $_ 

Jewelry and precious Metals . S 

Furs . . .... ... . . . s.„ 

Clothing s_ 

Miscellaneous ... ... $ 

[include Cosrt,me Jewelry* 

TOTAL VALUE S_ 


Stolen 


Recovered 


JJ .SCLJQ 0 


S- 

$- 

$- 




X 150^ Q 0 $ I tours 


<3. ITEicKiED iL-t m& Value of sloLn pvv^triy. (Soria! No,* Bn u:£. Etc*) 

(If recovered, end d^rription with thr&e X's) 

, ■' S ' 

avo hocoMHO-Pon.'; » Color vhite, Sar,;/ 1034216, —IO 35 OI 6 ,. Height 2US>s &ch 

Total Vel. iUSO.OO 
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It. Did you find any brnoa of stolen property? -.. 

15. SO J3 . 1 .-.a On ARRESTED (Give name, a adi-it; , . ., color, ag-e if arrested, and If 

ranted -Ive heis-w weight, cthsr d : dpiivs data: 

Un!;nc«ar.. at this ‘ ' • 


13. '7ITN^d323 LCTEHVISWSD (liaise, address, color, sax, age, by whom employed and state whether 
Eifttemer.i made orally or written) ; 


■■■■■■ - : . ■' : a ;2 6 

* j '■•v . ■.;« Ui'iinr 3 • :2 b « J.S. . 


a w cn 


' ■ ■■■.'■. m b Cru :no \7l 

; 

. ...' t to bottc C .or , 

r c ■ Xe £& 6:j skM# tic upjySr - ;:or to v:l C L*. r; office- \mu brohe 

E i y ' .. i j aftd RtCrio th-n ibc. :n lie ted c 

p the. r„; ,/t . „ IL- drones n . ' v’-J.t a. tj bo c. a :te , bdciiUJSG it Id c-; tro atoi\ 

0 c’ro;> to tho divot i‘Ifcoi% cui-d ..'ii o cucnyo is sealed off, 

R 

T i'to 13 vi* 1 vast t:as not emtio d r.or the I’oct. ' urcou, cud to the roaoc:.n every-- 
thing in uho ci'iico c.d bee: touehc;4« 
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■r. 
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Not Cleared ^ Identification. ^Cleared by arrest Offender killed^ Confession 

Suicide _ Oihor ,. __ _ Unfoun ded Xo property recovered - A‘- \ q loss 

ftf propert y. Hardy cleared by recovery of property All P,.; t_ _ Recovered by 


officers Bv owner_ By others 
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j zf f £ :** s.d h paries s:*:e“.: :*s gffxc 

DETECTIVE BUREAU DAILY FORK 


L AME OF “COKPL AI II ANT 




" « 


ADDRESS OF COMPLAINANT: 

i g "a 


f:ji OF OFFENSE ; 








j : __ 


INVEST. OFFICERS : 


.OG AT I Gil OF OFFENSE: 


i ARE ST ED OR WANT Ep SUBJECT 


LARGE OR REASON FOR ARSES! 


-P*- 


1 ^ V - 


W.-.TC h 

DATE 

ITEM NUMBER 

TIME 

F ’ 0 M, : - .• TO;.’ ® 

r} - - r : 

* . -Ou 





CC AT ION OF ARREST 


SH ARKS: 



'J 

. 

■ ; : . ' 

4 ■ W ^J“£2 ,/■ ■■ 'v-c.T - 4a but 

■ ? ta t pNMSM t ..■•v ; j ;■■ ■ --E ^taotod t^ir of- 

fcigabivo 6 >i«i 3 .p*!i 6 Sit j UTiu. V v,rt e t*^‘» o.fi’iceT vss 

ft . j '■■■'. ■ 

f- to bo presents wm W* a»sw*«$ — 

^; , : i be ■ . ■ ■ •-.- -•. .. J .-, ., ....... ., ., • ^rt^eoaisg * 

. ■.-•iv.'. ard aa a-ov.oiufcuen-o * 0 Uii& * 0110 0J - J -^- 3 




J. ■ ■ ■. ■ ►+WWM‘”* W “ i - 


DI SAP'PRO VF'r) : 


ZST'. OFFICERS SIGNATURE Mr COMMANDER 

“ TO F E TE?ED OR P R ! N'T : " • - ' PLICATE 1 ' 

: SI BUTTON: INVESTIGATING OFFICERS, WATCH A EX , CHIEF OF DETECTIVES 

SREWCE NUMBER 


A 


f 


* 








tirf* 1 ■ 59V ’ 
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JEFFJRSOS ?Ai. i . A SESi.XFF ’ S OFFICE 
OE" ECT i V"E . li JR E L’ Da I L Y FORM 


8 WATCH 
a.'...,. OF COMPLAINANT •" 


" ’.'O’-: 


DAT E - c ~ 

i G*j 


yJv BtR 


lit’jfcrJ Cruvip v/.'/SS*- 




• — - -i-irb.aic£ Co* 2713 V/itcht-rocd Drive, Mbtfcirie. La. 

?vt ^ *•" ■■ ■ - - J * 

ii£ “ V-,-, Mft Fr!5S.- 

or d ■ 

INVEST. OFFICERS:-. 

DOCATIOH of DF> £■ fr. 

It.' f 'gcCr™2dl7 Veter .ms Mir/, 

•Jest;:; t: pitta sliopping center. 

A N RESTED OR WANTED SUBJECT: ' 

— ~ - 

' 

F 1 IT . n ,■> ». ^ .. ■ 1 

u K REASON FOR ARREST: 



* - * 

LOCATION OF ARREST; 





j-iies; 3 officers recc-i^u cs.il iru; . radio rorri at it: a^; to 

proCsocl to tha 'estgdta Flatca $;io; : ~^.aor, 3-0 or' 202, 2317 Veterans Ilwy 

to investigate an allayed tarplary. 

- ! Pon arrira? va i.T M-\, Crate? . r anager of above place, and he stated 
to ns as follows: ' ' 

fhat 
fOCrctary 

ypor. cle: : : his office he left swe’ r- .vcord-O-rone * s , vain ad at *575.30 each 
his sffififi •-> ksmai". v ! -_ - h* ioohsS h s office and left the r:uin entrance 

of these other tenants 
o cor. s :1 o i » p, 3/3/6 S- 
Tice located at 323 Ic.ra 

;* P*JU®, wa. Jli., ' — - ; serial luyobers 1034215 

^ f tfi_l033015, ilv_ serial : f .;rs of the r;c:. :1; stolen machines are listed 

ran only identified as hr. 
supposed to be involved in 

sc:::o- type cf private detective 
. ’ I 

’ . ' fie in 

i-otairie Trior to the hretaiu -f are avi •• ... Isu visited his present office 
i:-tv eccassi. :St hr, or. strcr-ly . ' r to this ■:■ v-< in th. .t ho has 

never . - hiss, Isis further appere it tl t th . 

pevsonp) rho stole these mchines .- - act . te pledge of the 

factions of those rschiics, .based or./ the* foilctring facts: 

1-Xt tales a trait of carcialist to r.ovr this it&chinc froai one office 
to anrthar or in cthhsr worts it would trio ..to Ira .-ivied;, a ot install it. 

■ ' . 

• ' - . ' 0 £ . . /.I, - ' • • '-ftxrj. 



DISAPf ROVED; 


Xuv&M . OirlCEas 5 1 GNAT USE By COMMANDER 

« ‘ ?& e 

IN TRT Pr. T C ATE *' 

TJISTRI B UT ION : INVESTIGATING OFFICERS, WATCH COMMANDER, CHIEF OF DETECTIVES 

I IT ""I H 


Vj E RTF'C E NUMBER 


T 








V23 interviCKou C...J stated: 



bid*,; 

Aliiyj '.•' •!*; loft with .'catoa evening of July 7 } 12*$ 

Koswcvi ; -:.=-.<jC. .•> 
lUrry Ikivonior 
Sg» 

Rir.si»y n.iu , ^ 

a© : oyer e; :e« . % Peat; ■ . 

F ^ i^V * p r ^ - m . ( 

. ' • ' . : 

5 tot .:■: 1 y riii'.o-iio;.* !'. • ■: : r, ■ 'u t::::’ uctly the I.... c per.-. : ; to 

>*>. • 

At: :•; . -t’ u f d i- -close: i :1; . •.: lid;-.* to cor.ctracted 

. • . ■ c ■ 

. . . * ' 2 ■ . ! \ ; a O : 

• . • *3 a 

b-C::... ' • : : ; v‘ ' ‘ • of fci\ '• .:•.>;•• .* *J liny, d“.4 tho f-^or -hi'.:; 

S ■ j _ 2 . • . . • 

■vai* busted by this Ins ty-...' .oat:, •» 

C ;3c still ..t. ”.cr ir.vo * t .1 y.\ ic a * 


r-: 


DstO. ;'n ' ~t Hahror.s 


be, Jacob 
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March 30, 1967 


MEMORANDUM 


TO: 


JIM GARRISON, DISTRICT ATTORNEY 


FROM: 


WILLIAM GURVICH, SPECIAL AID 


SUBJECT 


RANCIER BLAISE EHLINGER - Interview with on 
March 30, 1967, 2:35 PM 


On this date, RANCIER BLAISE EHLINGER, white male, date of birth 
August 8, 1938, residing at 103 Homestead Avenue, Metairie, 
Louisiana, phone number 835-0959, was interviewed by JAMES ALCOCK 
and WILLIAM GURVICH in the office of the District Attorney. 

EHLINGER stated that he had been interviewed by JIM GARRISON 
about four or five weeks ago relative to an incident in Houma, 
Louisiana relative to the burglary of explosives in that area. 
ALCOCK and I interviewed EHLINGER again about this and other 
matters . 

He stated that he has known GORDON NOVEL for approximately twelve 
years and attended high school with him in Metairie, Louisiana. 
EHLINGER stated that between March and September 1961, he, GORDON 
NOVEL, DAVID FERRIE, SERGIO ARCACHA-SMITH , MRS. GORDON (MARLENE) 
NOVEL traveled to Houma, Louisiana, in NOVEL'S 1956 Lincoln auto- 
mobile for the purpose of carrying out a prearranged plot to 
burglarize bunkers on the Houma Airport for the purpose of ob- 
taining explosives and munitions. Two others who were members 
of this plot followed them in a van truck and participated in 
the burglary. One of the occupants of the truck was LAYTON 
MARTENS, the other subject is unidentified. 

According to EHLINGER it was GORDON NOVEL who originated this 
plot. NOVEL and EHLINGER had been on this airport before for 
the purpose of attending drag strip races, it was at that time 
that NOVEL noticed the bunkers and returned to New Orleans and 
discussed this with SERGIO ARCACHA-SMITH and DAVID FERRIE. These 
discussions took place at FERRIE 's residence in Metairie and 
ARCACHA’s residence in the Gentilly section of New Orleans. 
EHLINGER stated that he and NOVEL had operated a drag strip in 
HAMMOND, Louisiana. 

EHLINGER stated that he did not know who owned the truck, which 
appeared to be old and of a dark color. The only tool used to 
force entry into the bunker was described by EHLINGER as a bolt 
cutter, which to his knowledge was in the truck. EHLINGer does 
not know for sure who actually entered the bunker but states 
that all persons mentioned by him were present and participated 
in one way or another. The unidentified subject in the truck 
wore a marine-type fatigue uniform, spoke of guerrilla training, 
had dark, curly hair and was over six feet in height. Taken in 
this burglary by these individuals, according to EHLINGER, were 
artillery simulators, 30 cal. machine gun tracer bullets, signal 
foares (chute-type) and other unidentified explosives. The 
entire burglary took approximately fifteen minutes and all per- 
sons involved returned in the vehicles to New Orleans, arriving 
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there about midnight. They had departed New Orleans at approxi- 
mately 7:00 P.M. for Houma. The explosives were taken directly 
to the residence of DAVID PERRIE on Atherton Drive in Metairie 
and stored in his garage. LAYTEN MARTENS and DAVID FERRIE and 
possibly one or two others unloaded these stolen explosives 
from the van truck and carried them to the storage place. Shortly 
after this, EHLINGER recalls, GORDON NOVEL, MRS. GORDON NOVEL 
and EHLINGER went to the 17th Street Canal in the Metairie area 
and exploded an artillery simulator under water, which, accord- 
ing to EHLINGER, created a ten-foot fire ball, and the explosion 
shook the levy on which they were standing and caused the water 
to rise considerably. EHLINGER stated that NOVEL later told him 
that some of these explosives had ultimately reached Havanah, 

Cuba. NOVEL had also stated that he was to be paid money for 
this by SERGIO ARCACHA SMITH from proceeds that would be raised 
from a television telethon ostensibly in the interest of Cuban 
refugees. ARCACHA never paid NOVEL and EHLINGER received no 
reward either, although he did expect some money from NOVEL. 

EHLINGER stated that he slept quite a bit on the return trip 
from Houma and does not know for certain how far back the truck 
was, nor if any explosives were thrown from this truck and ignited 
along the highway during the return trip. 

EHLINGER was shown ten black and white photographs from which 
he selected one of CLAY SHAW, SERGIO ARCACHA SMITH, LAYTEN 
MARTENS and DAVID FERRIE. He said that he had never met CLAY 
SHAW but knew who he was and knew that he was a friend of GORDON 
NOVEL. He identified the photograph of SERGIO ARCACHA SMITH as 
being one of the persons on the Houma trip. The photograph of 
LAYTEN MARTENS was identified as another of the persons on this 
trip. He identified DAVID FERRIE as being on the trip and as 
the one who lived on Atherton Drive in Metairie where the ex- 
plosives were eventually stored. 

EHLINGER also stated that in 1965 GORDON NOVEL had met with CLAY 
SHAW to discuss concession rates in the trade mart. At that 
time, SHAW was general manager. NOVEL knew little of the food 
or restaurant business and consulted a friend of his, JOE 
RICCABONA, for advice. Legal papers for this enterprise involv- 
ing SHAW, NOVEL, RICCABONA and one other unidentified person 
were drawn up by DEAN ANDREWS. 

I asked EHLINGER if he could recall an incident in June 1959 in 
which one REX MAGEE of Baton Rouge, Louisiana, accused them of 
stealing his Chevrolet corvet valued at $5,000.00. This vehicle 
was, some parts missing, was recovered in a garage rented by 
GORDON NOVEL and used by both NOVEL and EHLINGER. At the time 
of recovery, NOVEL and EHLINGER were in the process of painting 
the motor. The transmission had also been removed from this 
vehicle. EHLINGER admits having painted the body of the Corvet 
from which both the motor and the transmission had been removed. 
EHLINGER added that the purpose of removing the motor and trans- 
mission was to sell them. They were mugged, fingerprinted and 
booked in Baton Rouge but were not held. Three other individ- 
uals Vincent BONN AMO, now deceased, DAVE DI VICENTI, and JULIUS 
MARTIN, were later arrested and charged with the actual auto 
theft. According to EHLINGER, DI VICENTI was sent to the State 
penitentiary following his conviction for this crime. Although 
official records of the Baton Rouge Police Department and the 
Louisiana State Police show that NOVEL and EHLINGER admitted 
knowing that this vehicle was stolen at the time they took it 



I 


-3- 


into their custody, and having admitted they intended to sell 
the motor and transmission, neither were prosecuted. 

On March 3, 1967, Superintendent M.F. MELAHCON of the Houma 
police Department personally delivered to the undersigned their 
complaint report #27460, dated August 22, 1961, relative to the 
burglary of the bunkers on the Houma Airport. 

EH L INGER came into this office voluntarily and stated that he 
would be willing to give testimony in this matter. 



WILLIAM GURVICH 


The State of Louisiana ] ss. 


PARISH OF. ORLEANS 
CRIMINAL DISTRICT COURT FOR THE PARISH Of ORLEANS 

Assistant District Attorney for the Parish of Orleans, who in 
the name and by "the authority of the said State, prosecutes, in this behalf, in proper person comes into 
the Criminal District Court for the Parish of Orleans, in the Parish of Orleans, and gives the said 

Court here to understand and be informed that one ; — 

CORDON iTOVEL, 

between the twenty-second tU'iy of July, 19S5, And the 

late of the Parish of Orleans, ftnUb tcc f if teenth day 0 f November in the year 

of our Lord, one thousand nine hundred and six±y_-six__ ..with force and arms in the Parish 

of Orleans aforesaid, and within the jurisdiction of the Criminal District Court for the Parish of 
Orleans, covcnittect a theft of nerchfincJise of the value of One Thousand , 
Three Hundred and Pif ty-Six Dollars and Thirty-Pvvo Cents ($1,3^6.32) 
in the lawful money of the United States of America, belonging to taa 
PRAI-lKLin PRXIWIIIG CO., El corporation authorises to do feus incss xn the 
State of Louisiana, 



contrary to the form of the Statute of the State of Louisiana in such csss made and provided and 

r\ A i j ) / // 

against the peace and dignity of the same * ( ^ J ( y - 


Assiftai.l KM *■ : APorney forth:; P rish of Orleans 
/ / 1 / 


MEMORANDUM 




March 27, 1967 

TO: LOUIS IVON, CHIEF INVESTIGATOR 

FROM: C. J. NAVARRE, INVESTIGATOR 

RE: INTERVIEW - AL CROUCH, NEW ORLEANS AIRPORT, 

SATURN AIRWAYS 


Officer Navarre received an assignment on March 27, 
1967 at 11:30 A.M. , relative to interviewing one AL CROUCH 
relative to DAVE FERRIE and LEE HARVEY OSWALD residing together. 

On March 27, 1967, at 1:15 P.M., Officer Navarre 
met with Mr. AL CROUCH, Director of Saturn Airways, New Orleans 
Airport, in his office. Mr. CROUCH stated that he first met 
DAVE FERRIE in 1965 when Mr. FERRIE was employed by Com-Air. 

Mr. CROUCH stated he did not know of LEE HARVEY OSWALD until 
after the assassination and then he could not remember ever 
meeting him. In reference to' FERRIE and OSWALD living together, 
this is a rumor that he heard and doesn’t remember where he heard 
it. This rumor also carried the tale that FERRIE and OSWALD were 
seen together at the airport. 

Mr. CROUCH stated that DAVE FERRIE was employed by 
him as a flight instructor between September 13, 1966 and Novem- 
ber 20, 1966, at which time Mr. FERRIE was fired. Mr. CROUCH 
related that he has a dislike for Mr. FERRIE because when he was 
fired, 16 students followed Mr. FERRIE, and this caused Mr. CROUCH 
to return all the instruction monies. 

. Mr. CROUCH stated that GORDON NOV EL hired him to 

fly him fNOVEI.l aroun d Mississippi and Alabama to observe .varlnns 

^racetracks i n 1965. This flight included Mobile and Hattiesburg 
and approximately 3 racetracks. Also Mr. NOVEL received a 
preliminary flight instruction and he failed to qualify. _Mr . 
CROUC H s tated th at he is yet to be paid for these services by 


CLIENCY NAVARRE, INVESTIGATOR 


CN/leb 


f 1 

1 * 
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MEMORANDUM 


March 31, 1967 


TO: CHARLES R. WARD, CHIEF ASSISTANT D. A. 

FROM: MR. VIC CARONA ^ TELEPHONE 729-6548 

RE: INFORMATION ON GORDON NOVEL 


There is a commercial artist in the Godchaux 
Building, one ALBERT BELLEAUE, telephone 522-7493, who has 
done some work for GORDON NOVEL. 

In the conversation with the artist, try and 
find out the name and telephone number of the printer 
who did work for NOVEL and also the name and telephone 
number of the public relations firm who handled his public 
relations work- These three people are supposed to have 
worked together, the artist, printer and public relations 
man. The electronic device that NOVEL was supposed to have 
was some outfit to detect whether or not a room was bugged. 
This device was to be sold to embassies or whoever might be 
interested in it, but that was his big thing. BELLEAUE will 
have all the information and should give all information 
required . 


Anything further you want to know, you can contace 
me at the above telephone number. 


VIC CARONA 


VC/leb 


r 


• ./ • 


.D. Number 


^1 


< ARREST REPORT 

Department of Police 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 


* 


Cane Number ;» 


u.m 



% 

n ■ 



AotfPijvj 



urname 'r V »- 

First Name ivt,-. t ‘Middle Name 

— ji. fr- Aliases , Monikers , Etc . 



lesidonce^ 
olor 


<3?, 1MT. APT* C ttctcfrc, Uu 


,;:4ta Sex C2lfl 


Age PI 


Occupation Jf ^ Marital Status Ctnf)l3 Religion 

"*- ,j - 


Nativity_ 


Zone 

•FTRlOT' 


Transient? 


ay of Week 


■122£L 


Month 


jL-_ 


Day of Mo. 


T2GT 


lace of ArreBt v ’ ' 'V C3T? PlKP SH»TZ1 
runk Drinking Narcotic 


Year 1 11 Time * 

Zone 


$ A 


Phy. Hdcp. 


Mental Hdcp. 


Normal 


n View 


_ 


Warrant 


R 


Summons 


Notice 


For O.A. 


o. of Previous Arrests 


Initial Charge(s) No. 

Official Charge(s) No. 

elony 








A ir TTf TT 






Us demeanor 















ibservation, 

WOL, Fugitive 
Tom Justice, etc. 

• 


















lspoaltlon : 

• • • i < % 

onded ( ) Paroled ( ) Released ( ) Authority 

purt 


Date 


Time 


Arraigment Date_ 

Trial Date 

C.C. Aff. No. 






Use of this form is confined to only those persons officially charged with a crime, and shall 
contain only those particulars pertinent to the actual arrest.) 

extent record of Racier 0* njitm«r for Retell® •• 






* : 


*L 


rresting Officers 

"" ■ vf.twrzwr. m* — 

Code A ■ 

pproved 

cEcrrcnDr- 

Date C*l3»,7 


(Commanding Officer) 


IT* * 






l 



1 • . W 1 

t»0* «r cX • 3 

ARREST REPORT 

Department of Police 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana * 

r.D. Number 


Cane Number rf, 2l7 




li 

Ttnncn — 




: ;• 

r tr 




Surname 

MARTIN First Name ’Middle Name 

- PAH 

Aliases, 

konlkere, fete. 


Residence 

lkl? Louisa St. New Orleans, La. 



Zone 


Color 

wM ha Sex male Age 20 


Nativity 

iJ.s.A 


Occupation 

rainier Marital Status s ingle Religion 

Catholic Tranaiont? 

* 









Friday 


Month 


June 


Day of ko._ij££ 


Place of Arrest 
Drunk 


BATON ROUS CITY POLICE STATICU 


Drinking 


Hare otic 


On View 


Warranty 


Summons 


Phy. Hdcp 



Notice 


For O.A. 


No. of Prerious Arrests 


•ft 


Initial cfearge(a) No. 

Official Charge(o) No. 

Felony 

X 





IWEStIgATLCM kc.LhIIVE to 




auto iHtfT 




Misdemeanor 




14,0000 











Observation, 

AWOL, Fugitive 
from Justice, etc. 

• 

i f * 














• 



Disposition : 

* P 

Bonded ( ) - Paroled ( ) Released ( ) Authority 

Court 


My 


Date 


Tine 


Arraigment Date_ 
Trial Date 
C.C. Aff. No. 


(Use of this form is confined to only those persons officially charged with a crime, and shall 
contain only those particulars pertinent to the actual arrest.) 

At apcroximatelv 11*00 A.K., 6 - 26 - 59 , A Gent J. A. Robertson of the N. A. Theft Bureau carac 
Mt approximate > Julius Phul Martin from Mew Orleans, La. This beir. : 

S eAliS SanteTf* the theft f 1958 Chevrolet Cornette. (See Auto Theft report and 

lute Theft Recovery ^report) Upon qu« Honing subject, Julius hd Martin nt Pollc. 

Station he orally admitted coming to Baton Rouge on Ertday night 6-12-jS. He and a white 

. no »icni» and thev were driven here by a white male only knevn a3 Gordon' j their 
knovm as "Sal and they were dr iver^ arm s ( callng thc Corvette and taking it back to New 

!m St £°d the motor & be used f« hot rod 


Arrentlnr: Orf leers . 

vat PVTIlW-fiKT. P 

WTi<!nM_ <:rtr r ucM Code 

A 


Approve*! 


Date 




triortmatiolng 

officer} 

\J 

• 











Page (2) 

Martin stated when netting to New Cr leans, La. the foliating day 
6-P-^8' } the motor was removed and Martin sold the motor. ItaxntH An 
attempt is being made at this time to locate the motor. Subject. Julius 
Paul ti n admitted orally to Det. Valentine, Oe t, B. Wilson and Agent 
Robertson and It. Font about his stealing the Corvette and taking it to 
New Or leans La. however he w jj. \ 33 $ statement. 

Subject. Juliic Paul Martin was fingerprinted, mugged and transferred to 
the^Par is h Jail, Aoent Robertson is continuing the follow- up on the case 
and this case open for any further investigation. 
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,.D. Number 


ARREST REPORT 
Department of Police 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 


Cane Humber 1 , 


EUuutep- 


First Name — C Middle Name ' 


EMi.se- 


; — nr 

i£UH 

ip X 4 ~ 


" TZTTF- 


Aliaees, Monikers, Etc. 


urname 


:esidance_ 

'olor 


-ill: 


- P- ••» ^ {-f» • Aw. ratar to. La. 

SeX ?J Ada 


Occupation r ^ > mT fMarital Status 


Age 

Olnrle 


Zone 

Nativit y •- - 1 


Religion 


Transient? 


ay of Week 


TrTuT 


Month 


June 


Day of Mo. 


*rr r 


Year 


lace of Arres t • ' ~i V 

runk Drinking Narcotic Phy. Hdcp. 


Time ** ~ 


Zone 


Mental Hdcp. 


Normal 


n View 


Warrant 


Summons 


Notice 


For O.A, 


o. of Previous Arrests 


Initial Charge(s) No. ■ 

Official Charge(s) No. 

elony 

X 



_A *!l 


rT 

~ 7 U* 5 a 53 
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bservation, 

WOL, Fugitive 
rom Justice, etc. 
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isposltlon : 

onded ( ) Paroled ( ) Released ( ) Authority 

ourt 


Date 


Time 


Arralgment Date 

Trial Date ' 

C.C. Aff. No. 


Use of this form is confined to only those persons officially charged with a crime, and shall 
contain only those particulars pertinent to the actual arrest.) , ... . , . , . 
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sinter and fransnlsslon out of this corvette and wag stripping It. rave 
told subjects, Gordon Wove! and Ellin's? that they keep the car In their 
possession and hide It as the car was hot or they would get Into trouble cr 
get hurt. Both Hovel and ElUnocr stated they knew the car was hot. Hovel 
stated he rented a garag» to store the corvette in, using the none of 
NIcheal Brandlne. This was around the first part of Jure and they kept the 
car stored there until around the first of October and then moved It to 
another garage on Fads St. and this being In Jefferson Rarlah they rented 
the garage under the name of Garden Novel. Racier Blllngor stated he put 
a primer coat on the corvette and then painted It gray. This was for the 
purpose of chan ilng the appearance of the car hiding It from the Police there 
In Hetalrc , La. Both Gordon and Elllngsr stated they knew the car una hot 
and the Police cane by checked their garage on occasions but they did not 
tell the Police about the Corvette. The subjects stated they would go around 
the two gara-ies at intervals, and cheek the Corvette. Kr. J, A. Robertson 
of tl* H. a* T. n. set in on this Interrogation and obtained additional 
Information and Is to follow up In Hew Crloaro, La. for further Investigation 
and disposition. The corvette In esse # 21, 217 was found in the possession 
ctf subjects Otrdon Novel and Kanoler Ehltnger • The corvette was confiscated 
by Lt. Salrthe of the Hew Orleans Police Uepartcjsnt Auto Theft Division and 
also of L. S. P. Subjects Gordon Novel and Rnncler Ehllnger was mugged, 
fingerprinted, ard booked on the charge of Auto Theft and transferred to the 
fhrlsh Jail. Subjects did give conflicting stories ard was relectant at 
several points of the Interrogation. 


mf 
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This case open for further Investigation. 

' 

Sifcjects requested not to give a written statement. 
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Date of Report 


SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT 
Department of Police 
Baton Rouge Louisiana 



Case Humber / 21 . 217 


1. Date of Preliminary Investigation 6-17-^fl 

2, Complainant, if not "Person Reporting" rpy 

3* Address of Complainant Perkins Road Phone Ho. (a) Pi* U-5088 

4. (Additional detaiLsand/or progress of investigation, including follow-up information, 
additional description of stolen property, description of property recovered, names and 
addresses of additional, witnesses, suspects, leads, recommendations, conclusions, etc.) 

On 6-16-59, Dets. received information frocChpt. Berthe lot of La, State Police that Lt, 
Salatha of the Hew Orleans Police Auto Theft Dept, was holding one, Julius Martin (WO 
age 20 for the theft of the 19^8 Chevrolet corvette stolen from this city on 6-17-58. 

Dets. got a Warrant out on this stfcject and notified the State Police who in turn notified 
the New Orleans Police Dept. The subject, Julius liar tin is to be returned to this department 
6-18-59 by La. State Police where he will be arrested for the theft of the car as he has 
admitted he was the one who took the auto. 


mmw mmmr 


< 

b. 

c. 

d. 

e. 

Currency, Notes, Etc. 








Jewelry A Precious Metals 








Purs 








Clothing 








Miscellaneous 










~ After Investigation, Complaint and/or Charge changed to_ 


6. Investigating Officers ) SOT. THCHPSCW #193 - PET, WILSON #131 
7 - Apprt ”* d HWnilne Ml&ffl 


.>*•». 6 -n-w 


•+■ i 

•Air 
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: 1 :.v* v ‘ ^ V 

’*****" ' .‘''V .if-. . ..v:..,' . i i.V i'Um 


■kHi 


’* -dis— *Vl 


Date of Report 6 - 15 ~ 5 £~ 


Caae Numbe r >21, 7T7 


SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT 
Department of Police 
Baton Rouge Louiaiana 


1. Date of Preliminary Investigation 


6-17-59 


2. Complainant, If not "Person Reporting" 

3. Address of Complainant 221 Ea3t Blv ' d ‘ 


REX H. HMS 


Phone No.(s) 


OTi lt-1318 


^^^AddH^naT^etaTlTTindTai^progreal^jf^^ivestigat^T^Includlng follcw-up infonna^^n, 

additional description of stolen property, description of property recovered, names and 
addresses of additional witnesses, suspects, leads, recommends tl one, conclusions, etc.) 


Following up on case § 21, 217, Mr. J. Robertson of the Rational Auto Theft Bureau 
to this office and reported that he and Lt. Salathe of the Hew Orleans Police Dept. Auto Theft 
Bureau had picked up several subjects and questioned them and learned that Ehlinger and Hovel 
did not 3 teal the auto inquestion but two other white males did namely a white males did 
namely a white male named Julius Ifaul Martin (WH) age 20 of liil2 Louisa Street, Hew Orleans, 
La. and another white male named "Sal" last name unknown. Agent Robertson stated he had 
questioned Julius (Junior) Martin and Martin adai tted the taking of the Corvette along with 
''Sal" on the night of 6-17-59, as he and Sal were in Baton Rouge far the purpose of looking 
around and stealing a Corvette and at about this time they saw the complainant pass in the 
Corvette and they followed him to Ms house and waited for approximately 15 minutes and they 
Pushed the Corvette away from in front of his house and then got it started and took it to 
Hew Orleans, La. and to the garage af Hovel and Ehlinger. Lt, Font and Agent Robertson 
vent to the District Attorney's Office and had the charges against Hovel and Ehlinger dropped 
and a Warrant placed against Julius (Junior) K*rtin. 

Agent Robertson is to bring the accused to this department and on a later date, this subject t 

toft Charged at that time. _ 

HTofcSRttf RECOVERED; 
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Currency, Hotee, Etc. 








Jewelry A Precious Metals 
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Clothing 








Miscellaneous 










After Investigation, Complaint and/or Charge changed to 
6. Investigating Offlcer(a) LT. FORT AND SOT. ’ 
7- Approved 


AU TO THEFT 
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pate of Report b- 12-59 


SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT 
Department of Police 
Baton Rouge Louisiana 


^aae Number 1*1. ^T7~ 


1. Date of Preliminary Investigation^ 


6-17-59 


2. Complainant, if not "Person Reporting'* Rex Magee 

3. Address of Complainant 2919 Perkins Road 

r 


Phone No.(s) DIi 


(Additional details and/or progress of investigation, including follow-up information, 
additional description of stolen property, description of property recovered, names and 
addresses of additional witnesses, suspects, leads, recommendations, conclusions, etc.) 

On or about 1:30 PM, Detectlved received a call from Capt. Berthe lot. 

La* State Police who stated that the car In Case Mo. 21,217. had been 
recovered In New Orleans, La. and Mew Orleans Police Dept, was 
two white male suspects who admitted to theft of the car. 

Officers contacted the complainant, Mr. Rex Magee and he signed an 
affidavit aganst the two subjects Gordon No ve ^ white male, 21 
Rancier Ehllnger, white male, 20, of Metairie. 

All the reports In the case were sent to District Attorney's Office. 






Capt. Berthelot also stated t^jat he would send a teletype to New Orleans, 

La., Police Department and notify them thata warrant has been issued 
Capt. Berthelot stated that a State Police unit will transfer the two subjects 
b«cfc for thl. d*pt. (C0M . T ) 

; ttoHSW ktecdVfett: ' ' : ~~ - 
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b. 

c. 

d. 

e. 

Currency, Note*, Etc. 








Jewelry A Precious Metala 








Furs 








Clothing 








Miscellaneous 










After Investigation. Complaint and/or Charge changed to 
6. investigating officer^ > Sgt. Thompson 193 A Pet. Wilson 131 C 'de 

7 ' ( G o-niln, W ' lce TT " — 


6 - 12 - 5 * 


, 




Detectives called Lt. Salathe of New Orle.is police 
Departraent Auto Theft Division and he notified officers 
that the two subjects had a garage rented at 2917 College 
Cts. in New Orleans and that the garage was rented in 
Novel's nane and that Novel had paid the rent on the 
garage, Lt. Ealatha also stated that Novel and Ehllnger 
had taken the notor out of the car and were in the 
processof painting it. Lt. Salathe stated that he is in 
the process of investigating then for being involved in 
stealing and stripping cars in New Orleans, La. but that 
he did not have enough evidence to hold then there. 

Case turned over to Lt. Font for further investigation. 
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Caae Number 


Date of Report 

o-i7- ';y 

AUTOMOBILE THEFT REPORT 



9 

Department, of Police 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 


Name of Owner 

v-t itoe 

Color white Sex male 

Age 28 


Color _ 


Sex 


_. Age 


Owner's Address 

221 East Bovd 

Home Ph.No.DI Iil3l8 

Bus . 

Ph.No. m 1^5088 

Complainant's Address 

a&ma 

Home Ph.No. _ 

Bus. 

Ph.No. _ 


Place of Occurrence 

221 East Boyd £) h /0 

Zone 

3 

Day of Week Xue sdav 

Month. J, i nn 

Day of Month 17 Year 1953 

2:00 to 
Time_SiOQAl! 


Make of Vehicle Chevrolet 

License Number ^ 5B JO'-lill 

Motor Number J58S105086 

Body Style Corvette 


"V 

Year Model 1053 

Color 

ersen / rtiita 


Value $ 


35,000.00 


Insured b y Surety Insurance 


. Other Identifying Characteristics Convertable 5 ro i t_3_c_ar L r ad io and healer, .hits aid e wall -hi ran. 


i 


Jetails of Offense : This auto was stolen from in front of ibove address between 2:00 A. If. and 

5 : U0~T . i.i . t his date. Auto had a suit case, brief case and a polorid camera in the tru0k and 


a billfold with personal papers. Alsb n car was $150.00 In a money clip, along with sun glasse 
in the glove complartnent. Subject a.i.;io vTonted for investigation relative to safe burglary. 


State here ■ any Reason for Believing Complaint FalBe_ 


none 


Is the Identity of the Criminal Known or Suspected? 

(if Answer is "Yes", File Wanted Person Report, Attach. ) 


no 


Number of Persons Arrested_ 
Was Victim Sober? 


none 


yes 


Keys Left in Ignition: Yes_ 

Radiogram Item Number 


No x 


Will Complainant Prosecute ?_ 
Doors Locked: Yes x 


No 


Investigating Officer(s) 

Appro ^ £ T... 4XXJ~ 

tree 


/ 



Code 


■V 


yes 


mt. 6-U-58 





Case ‘Number 


AUTO RECOVERY REPORT 
Department of Polled 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 




Name of Owner Rex M. Magee 


Color White 

Sex Male 


Age 28 

Name of Complainant Same 


Color 

Sex 


Age 

Owner's Address 2$1 EastBovd 


Home Ph.No. 


Bus . 

Ph.No. DI-L-5068 

Complainant ' s Address Same 


Home Ph.No. 


Bus . 

Ph.No. 







Make of Vehicle GhffVTQlct 


Lisense No. 

_La._£6^_80-lill 

JMS 51(35086 
Motor No. 

Body Style Corvette. 


Year Model 

1958 

Color 

White over Gree 

Condition Fair 






Recovered by: Name New Or leans Police Depfc. 

Address New Ck- leans. Louisiana 


Location 2917 College Courts 




Zone 


Day of Week pyirtav Month June 

Day of Month 12 

Year 1 9$9 


Time Boon 


Vehicle Stored @ State Police Garaae 

InKewi^ .Authority 

State Police 



Owner Notified by Raton Rouge Pollce_UeE>ar tment 

Date 6-12-59 

Time 


Vehicle Returned to Owner by La. Stite Police 

Date 


Time 



Remarks : 


n 


Detectives recieved notification frc* State Police that the car was recovered In 


New Orleans, La. See arrest record with same case number. 




State here any Reason for Believing Complaint False None 


“ 






' Yea in JaiJ 





Xa the Identity of the Criminal Known or Suspected7 
(If Answer le "Yes", File Wanted Person Report, Attach, 




Number of Per boos Arrested 
Radiogram Item Number 


TWo 




Cancelled; Yes w 


Investigating Officer(s)_ 
Approved 


Sgt.._ Tho mpson 191 A Pat. Wilson Ht 


(Comirtan'Utig Officer) 


Code_ 

Date 




v ’ . ■ , j * ] 

No* 




_ 


. m imb 




State of Louisiana 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 
DIVISION OF STATE POLICE 

. Bureau of Identification 

BATON ROUGE 



5-U 541 

The following is the record of State Police No. 

F.B.I. No. 


CONTRIBUTOR 
OF FINGERPRINTS 


SO Bator, La 


J PD Bates Bsskjb la 


PC Hew Orleans La 


r 






NAME AND NUMBER 


Of f'dcrf. Cuiatie 

Kt vel #47615 

Cordon B- Ho’srel 

#,•21234. 

Hovel 

#958150 


. i.; ba cjasis a 3 su 
ok 8 - 27-53 for j y.\ 
filar ba same ae eu 
tin S-2.-56 for sps< 
Bar bo satis as su 
an 12 24 -S 6 for £i( 
May ba sane as aut 
cn L“ 2 S '-"58 for Pu 


ARRESTED 
OR RECEIVED 




6 * *> 25‘*59 


£*• 12-59 


ijjoat a rra 
©ails do! 
tyject arrs 
ding 85 re 
Ijjacfc aril’s 
eiodiog 75 
2'ocfc arr 
* M • V » 


CHARGE 


Auto- theft 


Ante ^heft 


Pag, £smi Baton 
La f. 3lt\ PBS 


rifced by iOFoI p Hevr 
Inquont , 

stod by GPolj Hew 
?h in panted 45 ag 
sfced by SPol , ll©w 
raph in posted 40 
atsd by £Pol|i Hew 


DISPOSITION 


Finding 


Orleans, La«; 

Orleans, La, , 
h sons, 
Orleans, La* , 
E«io Eona, 
Orleans, La,, 


For completion of our records, please supply disposition to this Department in any of the foregoing cases where it dobs* not appear. 

* Represent# notations unsupported by fingerprints. 
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IT 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

WASHINGTON 2S. D. C. 


6-24-59 A 


( > s' 


7 - 


A“r 


Director. 


Tbi' following FBI record, NUMBER £18 1^6 D » * 8 furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. 


COHTBIffUTOA £* 

FlNClRPRlNff 

NAME AND NUMBER 

ARRESTED OR 
RECEIVED 

charok 

DISPOSITION 

PD New Orleans La’ 

Rancler Blaise 

6-12-59 

fug Baton : Rouge 

Returned 


Ehlinger #95861 


La Hold Fed Aut 

i 

SO Ba ton Rouge La ‘ 

Rancler Blaise 
Ehlinger #47616 

6 - 12-59 

Auto- theft 


PD Baton Rouge La 

Rancler B. 

6-12-59 

auto theft 


Airmail 

Ehlinger #21225 
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REVISED RECORD 

NOTE FBI JUUJfiaSP 


Notations indicated by * ARE NOT BASED ON FINGERPRINTS IN FBI files* The notations are based on data 
formerly furnished this Bureau concerning individuals of the same or stmtlar names or aliases and ARE LISTED 
ONLY AS INVESTIGATIVE LEADS. 


W-TOUrt-a t. > «3inj«t«T nmiM otrtc* 


March. 30, 1967 


MEMORANDUM 



TO: 


JIM GARRISON, DISTRICT ATTORNEY 


FROM: 


WILLIAM GURVICH, SPECIAL AID 


SUBJECT: 


RANCIER BLAISE EELINGER - Interview with on 
March 30, 1967, 2:35 PM 


On this date, RANCIER BLAISE EHLINGER, white male, date of birth 
August 8, 1938, residing at 103 Homestead Avenue, Metairie, 
Louisiana, phone number 835-0959, was interviewed by JAMES ALCOCK 
and WILLIAM GURVICH in the office of the District Attorney. 

EHLINGER stated that he had been interviewed by JIM GARRISON 
about four or five weeks ago relative to an incident in Houma, 
Louisiana, relative to the burglary of explosives in that area. 
ALCOCK and I interviewed EHLINGER again about this and other 
■ matters . 

He stated that he has known GORDON NOVEL for approximately twelve 
years and attended high school with him in Metairie, Louisiana. 
EHLINGER stated that between March and September 1961, he, GORDON 
NOVEL, DAVID FERRIE, SERGIO ARC ACHA- SMITH, MRS. GORDON (MARLENE) 
NOVEL traveled to Houma, Louisiana, in NOVEL'S 1956 Lincoln auto- 
mobile for the purpose of carrying out a prearranged plot to 
burglarize bunkers on the Houma Airport for the purpose of ob- 
taining explosives and munitions. Two others who were members 
of this plot followed them in a van truck and participated in 
the burglary. One of the occupants of the truck was LAYTON 
MARTENS, the other subject is unidentified. 

According to EHLINGER it was GORDON NOVEL who originated this 
plot. NOVEL and EHLINGER had been on this airport before for 
the purpose of attending drag strip races. It was at that time 
that NOVEL noticed the bunkers and returned to New Orleans and 
discussed this with SERGIO ARCACHA-SMJTH and DAVID FERRIE. These 
discussions took place at FERRIE’ s residence in Metairie and 
ARCACHA's residence in the Gentilly section of New Orleans. 
EHLINGER stated that he and NOVEL had operated, a drag strip in 
HAMMOND, Louisiana. 

EHLINGER stated that he did not know who owned the truck, which 
appeared to be old and of a dark color. The only tool used to 
force entry into the bunker was described by EHLINGER a 3 a bolt 
cutter, which to his knowledge was in the truck. EHLINGer does 
not know for sure who actually entered the bunker but states 
that all persons mentioned by him were present and participated 
in one way or another. The unidentified subject in the truck 
wore a marine-type fatigue uniform, spoke of guerrilla training, 
had dark, curly hair and was over six feet in height. Taken in 
this burglary by these individuals, according to EHLINGER, were 
artillery simulators, 30 cal. machine gun tracer bullets, signal 
foares (chute-type) and other unidentified explosives. The 
entire burglary took approximately fifteen minutes and all per- 
sons involved returned in the vehicles to New Orleans, arriving 





there about midnight. They had departed New Orleans at approxi- 
mately 7:00 P.M. for Houma. The explosives were taken directly 
to the residence of DAVID FERRIE on Atherton Drive in Metairie 
and stored in his garage. LAYTEN MARTENS and DAVID FERRIE and 
possibly one or two others unloaded these stolen., explosives 
from the van truck and carried them to the storage place. Shortly 
after this, EHLINGER recalls, GORDON NOVEL, MRS. GORDON NOVEL 
and EHLINGER went to the 17th Street Canal in the Metairie area 
and exploded an artillery simulator under water, which, accord- 
ing to EHLINGER, created a ten-foot fire ball, and the explosion 
shook the levy on which they were standing and caused the water 
to rise considerably. EHLINGER stated that NOVEL later told him 
that some of these explosives had ultimately reached Havanah, 

Cuba. NOVEL had also stated that he was to be paid money for 
this by SERGIO ARCACHA SMITH from proceeds that would be raised 
from a television telethon ostensibly in the interest of Cuban 
refugees. ARCACHA never paid NOVEL and EHLINGER received no 
reward either, although he did expect some money from NOVEL. 

EHLINGER stated that he slept quite a bit on the return trip 
from Houma and does not know for certain how far back the truck 
was, nor if any explosives were thrown from this truck and ignited 
along the highway during the return trip. 

EHLINGER was shown ten black and white photographs from which 
he selected one of CLAY SHAW, SERGIO ARCACHA SMITH, LAYTEN 
MARTENS and DAVID FERRIE. He said that he had never met CLAY 
SHAW but knew who he was and knew that he was a friend of GORDON 
NOVEL. He identified the photograph of SERGIO ARCACHA SMITH as 
being one of the persons on the Houma trip. The photograph of 
LAYTEN MARTENS was identified as another of the persons on this 
trip. He identified DAVID FERRIE as being on the trip and as 
the one who lived on Atherton Drive in Metairie where the ex- 
plosives were eventually stored. 

EHLINGER also stated that in 1965 GORDON HOVEL had met with CLAY 
SHAW to discuss concession rates in the trade mart. At that 
time, SHAW was general manager. NOVEL knew little of the food 
or restaurant business and consulted a friend of his, JOE 
RICCABONA, for advice. Legal papers for this enterprise involv- 
ing SHAW, NOVEL, R.ICCABONA and one other unidentified person 
were drawn up by DEAN ANDREWS . 

I asked EHLINGER if he could recall an incident in June 1959 in 
which one REX MAGEE of Baton Rouge, Louisiana,-. accused them of 
stealing his Chevrolet Corvet valued at $5,000.00. This vehicle 
was, some parts missing, was recovered in a garage rented by 
GORDON NOVEL and used by both NOVEL and EHLINGER. At the time 
of recovery, NOVEL and EHLINGER were in the process of painting 
the motor . The transmission had also been removed from this 
vehicle. EHLINGER admits having painted the body of the Corvet 
from which both the motor and the transmission had been removed. 
EHLINGER added that the purpose of removing the motor and trans- 
mission was to sell them. They were mugged, fingerprinted and 
booked in Baton Rouge but were not held. Three other individ- 
uals Vincent BONN AMO, now deceased, DAVE DI VICENTI, and JULIUS 
MARTIN, were later arrested and charged with the actual auto 
theft. According to EHLINGER, DI VICENTI was sent to the State 
penitentiary following his conviction for this crime. Although 
official records of the Baton Rouge Police Department and the 
Louisiana State police show that NOVEL and EHLINGER admitted 
knowing that this vehicle was stolen at the time they took it 



— 3 — 


into their custody, and having admitted they intended to sell 
the motor and transmission, neither were prosecuted. 

On March 3, 1967, Superintendent M.F. MELANCON of the Houma 
police Department personally delivered to £he upder signed their 
complaint report #27460, dated August 22, 1961, relative to the 
"burglary of the bunkers on the Houma Airport. 

EBLINGER came into this office voluntarily and stated that he 
would be willing to give testimony in this matter. 


WILLIAM GURVICH 
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MEMORANDUM 


March 30, 1967 


TO: 

FROM: 


JIM GARRISON, DISTRICT ATTORNEY 
WILLIAM GURVICH, SPECIAL AID 


SUBJECT: 


RANCIER BLAISE EHLINGER - Interview with on 
March 30, 1967, 2:35 PM 


On this date, RANCIER BLAISE EHLINGER, white male, date of birth 
August 8, 1938, residing at 103 Homestead Avenue, Metairie, 
Louisiana, phone number 835-0959, was interviewed by JAMES ALCOCK 
and WILLIAM GURVICH in the office of the District Attorney. 

EHLINGER stated that he had been interviewed by JIM GARRISON 
about four or five weeks ago relative to an incident in Houma, 
Louisiana, relative to the burglary of explosives in that area. 
ALCOCK and I interviewed EHLINGER again about this and other 
• matters . 

He stated that he has known GORDON NOVEL for approximately twelve 
years and attended high school with him in Metairie, Louisiana. 
EHLINGER stated that between March and September 1961, he, GORDON 
NOVEL, DAVID FERRIE, SERGIO ARCACHA-SMITH, MRS. GORDON (MARLENE) 
NOVEL traveled to Houma, Louisiana, in NOVEL’S 1956 Lincoln auto- 
mobile for the purpose of carrying out a prearranged plot to 
burglarize bunkers on the Houma Airport for the purpose of ob- 
taining explosives and munitions. Two others who were members 
of this plot followed them in a van truck and participated in 
the burglary. One of the occupants of the truck was LAYTON 
MARTENS, the other subject is unidentified. 

According to EHLINGER it was GORDON NOVEL who originated this 
plot. NOVEL and EHLINGER had been on this airport before for 
the purpose of attending drag strip races. It was at that time 
that NOVEL noticed the bunkers and returned to New Orleans and 
discussed this with SERGIO ARCACHA-SMITH and DAVID FERRIE. These 
discussions took place at FERRIE 's residence in Metairie and 
ARCACHA’s residence in the Gentilly section of New Orleans. 
EHLINGER stated that he and NOVEL had operated, a drag strip in 
HAMMOND, Louisiana. 

EHLINGER stated that he did not know who owned the truck, which 
appeared to be old and of a dark color. The only tool used to 
force entry into the bunker was described by EHLINGER as a bolt 
cutter, which to his knowledge was in the truck. EI-ILINGer does 
not know for sure who actually entered the bunker but states 
that all persons mentioned by him were present and participated 
in one way or another. The unidentified subject in the truck 
wore a marine-type fatigue uniform, spoke of guerrilla training, 
had dark, curly hair and was over six feet in height. Taken in 
this burglary by these individuals, according to EHLINGER, were 
artillery simulators, 30 cal. machine gun tracer bullets, signal 
foares (chute-type) and other unidentified explosives. The 
entire burglary took approximately fifteen minutes and all per- 
sons. involved returned in the vehicles to New Orleans, arriving 
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there about midnight. They had departed New Orleans at approxi- 
I mately 7:00 P.M. for Houma. The explosives were taken directly 
to the residence of DAVID FERRIE on Atherton Drive in Metairie 
and stored in his garage. LAYTEN MARTENS and DAVID FERRIE and 
possibly one or two others unloaded these stolen., explosives 
from the van truck and carried them to the storage place. Shortly 
after this, EHLINGER recalls, GORDON NOVEL, MRS. GORDON NOVEL 
and EHLINGER went to the 17th Street Canal in the Metairie area 
and exploded an artillery simulator under water, which, accord- 
ing to EHLINGER, created a ten-foot fire ball, and the explosion 
shook the levy on which they were standing and caused the water 
to rise considerably. EHLINGER stated that NOVEL later told him 
that some of these explosives had ultimately reached Havanah, 

Cuba. NOVEL had also stated that he was to be paid money for 
this by SERGIO ARCACHA SMITH from proceeds that would be raised 
from a television telethon ostensibly in the interest of Cuban 
refugees. ARCACHA never paid NOVEL and EHLINGER received no 
reward either, although he did expect some money from NOVEL. 

EHLINGER stated that he slept quite a bit on the return trip 
from Houma and does not know for certain how far back the truck 
was, nor if any explosives were thrown from this truck and ignited 
along the highway during the return trip. 

EHLINGER was shown ten black and white photographs from which 
he selected one of CLAY SHAW, SERGIO ARCACHA SMITH, LAYTEN 
MARTENS and DAVID FERRIE. He said that he had never met CLAY 
SHAW but knew who he was and knew that he was a friend of GORDON 
NOVEL. He identified the photograph of SERGIO ARCACHA SMITH as 
being one of the persons on the Houma trip. The photograph of 
LAYTEN MARTENS was identified as another of the persons on this 
trip. He identified DAVID FERRIE as being on the trip and as 
the one who lived on Atherton Drive in Metairie where the ex- 
plosives were eventually stored. 

EHLINGER also stated that in 1965 GORDON NOVEL had met with CLAY 
SHAW to discuss concession rates in the trade mart. At that 
time, SHAW was general manager. NOVEL knew little of the food 
or restaurant business and consulted a friend of his, JOE 
RICCABONA, for advice. Legal papers for this enterprise involv- 
ing SHAW, NOVEL, RICCABONA and one other unidentified person 
were drawn up by DEAN ANDREWS. 


I asked EHLINGER if he could recall an incident in June 1959 in 
which one REX MAGEE of Baton Rouge, Louisiana, ■. accused them of 
stealing his Chevrolet Corvet valued at $5,000.00. This vehicle 
was, some parts missing, was recovered in a garage rented by 
GORDON NOVEL and used by both NOVEL and EHLINGER. At the time 
of recovery, NOVEL and EHLINGER were in the process of painting 
the motor. The transmission had also been removed from this 
vehicle. EHLINGER admits having painted the body of the Corvet 
from which both the motor and the transmission had been removed. 
EHLINGER added that the purpose of removing the motor and trans- 
mission was to sell them. They were mugged, fingerprinted and 
booked in Baton Rouge but were not held. Three other individ- 
uals Vincent B CNN AMO, now deceased, DAVE DI VICENTI, and JULIUS 
MARTIN, were later arrested and charged with the actual auto 
theft. According to EHLINGER, DI VICENTI was sent to the State 
penitentiary following his conviction for this crime. Although 
official records of the Eaton Rouge Police Department and the 
Louisiana State Police show that NOVEL and EHLINGER admitted 
knowing that this vehicle was stolen at the time they took it 
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into their custody, and having admitted they intended to sell 
the motor and transmission, neither were prosecuted. 

On March 3, 1967, Superintendent M.F. MELANCON of the Houma 
police Department personally delivered to the undersigned their 
complaint report #27460, dated August 22, 1961, relative to the 
burglary of the bunkers on the Houma Airport. 

EHLINGER came into this office voluntarily and stated that he 
would be willing to give testimony in this matter. 


WILLIAM GURVICH 
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